
DALLAS POLICE RESPONSIBLE FOR CROSSTALK THEORY by Gary Mack 

Long before researcher Steve Barber noticed Sheriff Bill Decker on both channels of the Dallas Police tape, a 
DPD officer laid the groundwork for what became the “crosstalk theory.” 

It was January 4, 1979, and Captain Jim Bowles was meeting with at least two reporters— Jerry Cohen of the 
Los Angeles Times and Patti Kiiday of the Dallas Times Herald. A local CBS reporter may have been there, but 
definitely present was Officer H. B. McLain and Public Information Officer Bob Shaw. This was just one week 
after McLain testified at the HSOA, and, based on his first listening to the recordings, he was saying the open 
mic couldn’t have been his. 

While Bowles did not notice the Decker crosstalk, he accurately quoted crosstalk from another officer; 

“Now we’ll move on, still at 12:34, there’s a lot of radio traffic at that 34th minute. Background noise, you have, 
uh, a voice comes on in the background faintly and says ‘Want me to still hold this traffic on Stemmons ’til we 
find out something, or let it go?’ And simultaneously on Channel 2 we have ‘190, Do you want me to still hold this 
traffic on Stemmons ’til we find out something, or let it go?’ 

“What we have is the transmission on Channel 2 being picked up on a receiver on Channel 1 and feeding the 
Channel 2 broadcast in a rebroadcast from 2 to 1...What the significance is. ..the transmitter is close enough, and 
sufficiently at ease to pick up a transmission that is being broadcast over an outside speaker on a unit monitor- 
ing Channel 2.” 

In this meeting, recorded by the Dallas Police, Bowles is heard explaining why the crosstalk meant the open 
mic must have been out at the Trade Mart and could not have recorded the shots in Dealey Plaza. But he said 
something else, too, something very disturbing. 





s|p=SaHS?S 

S9isis 


Officials watch for successor 
to jailed Mafia boss Marcello 


Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Witli the imprisonment of 
reputed mob boss Carlos Marcello, tbe Gulf Coast 
Mafia leadership is up for grabs, prosecutors say. 

Federal authorities say iip 

they are watching the situa- ^ 

non. however, and are trying ;■ 
to make sure the Southern 
Mafia maintains 

violent tradition. 

"Someone always tries 
come in and fill the void 

said I„ Eades Hogue, ^ 

the Justice Department Orga- tario»M*rMUo 
nized Strike Force in .New Orleans, “We have to 
be vigilant and sensitive to the changes and be 
prepared to deal with them." 

Prosecutors say they expect one of Mar- 
cello's longtime associates to take over his role. 

The question, they say, is whether an out- 
sider will try to challenge the new boss. 

Marcello was sent June 8 to a federal peni- 
tentiary in .Missouri. His sentence stems from 
the FBI investigation of bribery in labor nnioTis 
that was code-named Brilab. During 
gation, .Marcello ' 



as charged with racketeering, where. 


He was convicted in 1981 and sentenced to 
seven years in pnson. 

When his last appeal was denied, federal offi- 
cials — saying they had evidence that .Marcello 
was planning to flee the United States — asked 
that .Marcello immediately begin his prison sen- 
tence. 

During the Brilab trial, investigators se- 
cretly taped hundreds of hours of .Marcello's 
telephone conversations and reportedly found 
no evidence that he was involved in loan shark- 
ing, drug trafficlcing or extortion. 

Instead, investigators say. .Marcello appeared 
to be interested primarily in his real estate busi- 

Marceilo. 73, has been described by authori- 
ties as one of the 10 most powerful Mafia bosses 
in the country. Federal officials have said he 
commanded the small, informally organized 
group that controls organized crime along the 
Gulf Coast from Louisiana to Florida. 

But some authorities say Marcello's domi- 
nance is more myth than fact. They also say the 
area .Mafia has been markedly resistant to the 
bloody power struggles and spectacular indict- 
ments that plague most crime families else- 
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Castro’s Spies 
Busy In U.S. 


MIAMI lUPI) - F 


n attempts 


leclive they have actually 
lipped off federal 
auihonties on planned 
attacks on the lives of 
Cuban ofllcials — including 
la.stro — the Herald 
reported. 


in MUimi. stepped out from 
la behind theear. He 

5 .seriously injured. 

"1 believe Cuba was 
1 trying to kill me because 

t proceeding in a plot to kill 

Several days late, the 
• Cuban government called 
; U.S. officials and told them 
of the plot to kill Castro. 

I The night before Castro's 
i scheduled arrival. Secret 
' .Service men and FBI 
I agents converged on- 
■ .Sargen. Perez and seven 
i other e.xiles in a Manhattan 
apartment. 

Castro has long basted 


"rank.s of the enemy" and 
.stibolagethem. 

Federal officials say 
Castro is not exaggerating. 


v'Thls may be just a poorly written UPI story, but it really does imply 
that M FBI agent shot Vecianal Just as disturbi.ig is the apparent 
tact that, at the the time of the HSCA investigation, Yeciana was still 
Castro. Is he really credible in regards to the David 
- i-lips/Maurlce Bishop/Lee Oswald story, or did he invent the alleged 
1 -aii.as meeting to further discredit the deserving CIA?) 


York. atnpwListo ant 

States in i9 years Arfh 
-and Andres Nazario heac 
.Sargen. the head of Alpha- Miai 



20 Years Later 


Death Of JFK VeUed By U.S. Secrecy 

ByTOMTIEDE „„ ^ ^ *> 


le declassiii- He says he is still lighting 


The murder records are 
ill pubUcly incomplete. 

The National Archives 
IS 300 cubic feet of assassi- 
ition material. But it's not 
1 availabie to the general 
ipulation. Despite the pas- 
ge of two decades, and the 

id researchers, the govem- 
ent continues to withhoid 
«ut 10 percent of the offi- 


is doing it as well. 

The FBI has a mountain 
of assassination materiai. 

sified. The State Depart- 


0 agencies in Washington 
lat are keeping assassina- 
on records in hiding. 


! truly important records 
e open for inspection, and 
ne of the other documents 
ve any significant bearing 
the facts of the murder. 
But critics of the secrecy 
agree. They have argued 
r years that people have a 


by law be released and 
probably remain se 


gated the assassination in 
1964. the Warren Commis- 
sion. used the X-rays to con- 
clude that Kennedy was shot 
by a lone gunman. Lee Har- 
vey Oswald. But Kurtz and 


wait even longer to see the 
autopsy films. Johnson says 
the X-rays are classified 
under different arrange- 

allowed the Kennedy family 
think the family may want 

That decision wouid natu- 
raily outrage assassination 
researchers. .Many joumal- 


fied and unciassified. sa 
the evidence is simply over 
whelming that Oswald, an 

dent. That’s another part c 
hasn't changed over th 


tially what they were said to 
be. than the Warren 
Commission's judgment is 


should be declassified. And 
they say that goes for 
secrets being held in other 
comers of the government. 


illegal, of course; but they 
Weisberg says he has doz- 
FBI manipulations. And 


government to reinvestigate 
the Kennedy murder, this 
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MEDIA .MATTERS:. Book author and former 
iC-TV 20/20 investigative reporter Hugh 
mesworth. who had beenannounced as joining 
2 Star-Telegram staff, won't be able to make 
2 shift after all because of pressing personal 
oblems. He has been free-lancing, based in 
Has County. 


son. Ruby Dee. Will Geer. Gripping st 
pense as detective Powell follows tip ti 
■Abraham Lincoln i.v uoina lo be assas; 


RFK killer again denied parole 


.“lOI.EDAD. Calif. — A California 
parole hoard denied parole for .Sirhan 
liishara.SirhanagainThur.sday.loyears 
after he a.s.sassinated 
gfgg/k- Sen.RolicrlF. Kennedy 
^ at a I-os Angeles hotel'. 
■V ^ Athreememberpan- 

T % Jf cl ofthe stale Boarti of 

y Prison Terms, which 

f'Sht hours of 
A testimony Wednesday 
at. Soiedad. Slate Prison, 

killer would he "a 


tional imstability." 

during testimony. Sirhan pleaded for 

world. Although Sirhan's mother is Jor- 
danian, he calls hiiaself "a Palestinian 
by hir^h and eitizenship ’ and a support- 

evidenced by yourlreatment of me. 
let s pan company. ' he told the panel. 


Angeles' Aniha.s.satlor Hotel on .lune 5. 
1968, after winning the California Dem- 
ocratic presidential primary. 

•Sirhan. then 2A. cursed at Kennedy, 
opened fire with a .22-caIiber pistol, and 
cried out. "I did it for my country. " 
Last year, a state panel rescinded 


McKi-ssack. told the panel that 90 per 
cent of the material it u.sed lo reach it; 
derision was presented to the 197! 
parole panel that decided Sirhan wa; 
"psychologically clear " and there wa: 
no reason lo dony him parole. 

McKi.s.sack said medical reports indi 
oaled Sirhan's "violence potential or 
the outside would be lower than aver 

During the hearing. Sirhan told tin 
panel, "I am a Pale.stinian hy birth anc 
citizenship, although my mother bcarss 
Jordanian passport. ' 

He .said that, ihanks to the Unilec 
Stales, "I have no country." 
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quentiy was a fire-and-brimstone 
preacher at fundamentalist churches 
throughout Southern California. 

What initially focused our attention 
on Bryan was an entry in Sirhan’s 
notebooks that read, “God help 

me Please help. SaWo Di Di Salvo 

Die S Salvo.” The jumble was charac- 
teristic of a trance condition, but the 
reference was clearly to Albert Di Salvo, 
the notorious Boston Strangler. Bryan, 
who was often called into baffling cases 
by police agencies (especially the 
LAPD), had cracked the Boston Stran- 
gler case through hypnotism. It was his 
tour de force, and he was constantly 
bragging about it. 

In 1972, Sirhan informed us that the 
name Di Salvo meant absolutely 
nothing to him — he said he didn’t even 
know about the Boston Strangler. That 
is when Dr. Herbert Spilgel, a promi- 
nent New York authority on hypnosis, 
provided us with a clue to the strange 
diary entry. Anything mentioned in the 
presence of a subject under hypnosis is 
automatically etched in his mind, 
Spiegel said, especially if it comes from 
the hypnotist. And it might flow out at 
any time, either verbally or in “automat- 

Had the egotistical Dr. Bryan hyp- 
notized Sirhan? After Bryan's sudden 
death in 1977 in Las Vegas', two Beverly 
Hills call girls who knew him intimately 
volunteered information. The girls, who 
called themselves Diana and Janice, 
said they had been “servicing” Bryan 
about twice a month over a four-year 
period. Bryan confided to them that he 
was not only a CIA agent but was also 
deeply involved in top-secret projects. 
When he told about crawling over 
rooftops at night in Europe, however, 
the girls were a bit skeptical; “We 
couldn’t see Doc doing that kind of 
thing— not all 300 pounds of him,” 
Janice laughed. 

During the last year of his life Bryan 
grew progressively more depressed. His 
girlfriend had run off with another man, 
the girls said, and they boosted the doc- 
tor’s ego by urging him to talk about all 
the famous people he had hypnotized. 
Bryan boasted of deprogramming Di 
Salvo, then mentioned hypnotizing 
Sirhan Sirhan. However, the girls erro- 
neously assumed that he had hyp- 
notized Sirhan after the assassination, 
because he had told them many times 
that he had worked with the LAPD on 
big murder cases. 

Janice thought that Bryan had also 
named James Earl Ray (who stayed in a 
Hollywood hotel in the weeks prior to 
the Martin Luther King assassination). 
Diana said she was “absolutely positive” 
that Bryan also mentioned the man con- 


tor to actually delve into the battery of 
unanswered questions surrounding the 
death of Robert F. Kennedy. For exam- 
ple, what was the actual nature of Jerry 
Owen’s association with Sirhan? Who 
was the girl in the polka-dot dress? — 
was she the equivalent of the Queen of 
Hearts in The Manchurian Candidate, 
there to trigger Sirhan’s trance? 

Sirhan’s gun held only eight shots. 
Who fired the rest — including the fatal 
shots? What about security guard 
Thane Cesar? What are the connections 
between the RFK assassination and 
other political and quasipolitical killings 
perpetrated in America during the past 
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CIA plays by own 
t ales in libel ease 

WA.SHINCTON - The Central Inlelligence 
Agency hn.s always played by il.s own rules. Nowhere 
has this been more evident than in the spy agency’s 
guerrilla war with those who write about CIA deeds 
and mi.s<leeds. 

Now. a federal judge has given the CIA and its 
agents a veritable nuclear bomb to drop on anyone 
who has the temerity to criticize them. Here's the 
appalling story; 

David Alice Phillips is a litigious former .spook 
wlio was accused by author Donald Freed of trying t' 
cover lip the CIA’s alleged advance knowledge of 
plans to assa.ssinate Chilean exile leader Orlando 


killed in the bomb blast. 

Phillips filed a multi-million-dollar libel suit 
against Freed for the acTU.sations contained in hi 
hook. “Death in Washington" Hut Phillips has 
refustvl to follow the standard rules of legal 
di.scovery and answer (piestlons asked by the 


I to Phillips’ deposition to ma 
•r any questions that would en 
y. They hauled out the Water] 


Then the president’s lawyers demanded that I 
reveal the sources of columns in w’nich I had exposed 
White House wrongdoing. All out two sources agreed 
to lei me identify them. So I refused to answer two 
•questions, which would have revealed just two 
sources. In contrast. Helms refused to answer 
dozens of questions. But the judge compelled me to 
answer. W’hen I wouldn't do it. he threw out my case. 

Now again, an ex-CIA official is refusing to 
answer questions he doesn’t want to. Yet the court 

Memorial services scheduled 
for exmewsman Ron Reiland 

School Book Depository Building 
and assassination suspect Lee Har- 
vey Oswald being fatally shot by 
Jack Ruby. 

While at W7AA-TV, Reiland as- 
sisted in the development of the 
Dallas Fire Department’s public-re- 
lations program. His volunteer 
work resulted in several Texas cit- 
ies naming Reiland an honorary 
firefighter. 

Reiland left WFAA-TV in the 
late 1960s and served for six 
months as news director of KIH in 
Corpus Chnsti. 


lets him proceed with his lawsuit anyway. It is. to 
say the least, a double standard of jurisprudence. 

Decision ivill "muzzle’ writers 
The decision in the Phillips case has given civil 
liberties experts the chills. They point out that Judge 
Jackson s decision, if allowed to stand, would 
effectively muzzle anyone who writes something the 
CIA or its former agents don't like. The threat of a 
libel suit, in which the defense is shackled, is enough 
to scare off all but the most reckless writers and 
publishers. 

David Sobel. former staff counsel for the 
Campaign for Political Rights, told my associate 
John Dillon: “If the principle is established that a 
plaintiff in a libel suit can refuse to answer questions 
but still proceed with the suit, then it will be open 
season on anvbodv who writes anything about 
intelligence agencies." That, of course, is precisely 

Phillips was the logical choice to carry the CIA's 
banner in this disturbing case. After leaving the CIA 
in 1975. Phillips founded the Association of Former 
Intelligence Officers and later a "legal action" 
group called CHALLENGE. According to Phillips, 
the purpose of CHALLENGE was “to assist former 
intelligence persons who have been libeled or 
slandered.” 

In a fund-raising letter. Phillips explained his 
plans this way: "It's time to challenge this malicious 
treatment in public print and public forums, A test 
case should be mounted against writers who defame 
ex-intelligence officers." 

According to court testimony, Phillips raised 
more than $30,000 for such a test — and the first one 
he brought was his own. He sued Washingtonian 

assassin Lee Harvey Oswald. The libel suit was 
thrown out bv a Montgomery County (Md. ) judge. 
Phillips then used his CH.ALLENGE funds to go after 
Freed. 

Freed had charged in his book that Phillips was 
head of Latin American operations until his 
retirement in 1975, and thus was closely tied to 
DINA, the Chilean. secret police, whose chief was 
later indicted for the Letelier-Moffitt murders. 

But when asked about his CIA background by 
Freed's lawyers. Phillips refused to answer, saying 
that to describe his work for the agency would 
violate his secrecy agreement. The CIA gladly 
backed him in his refusal. 

Freed’s lawyers asked for a dismissal. One judge 
did in fact order Phillips to answer details of his CIA 
work. But then the case was assigned to Judge 
Jackson, who reversed the earlier order and let 
Phillips keep mum. 

Phillips' deposition was taken in March. Two CIA 
officials and a deputy assistant U.S. attorney were 
on hand to screen the questions Freed's lawyers 
asked. Phillips refused to answer any questions on 
his CIA work or his connection with Chile. 

In short, he refused to discuss the details of the 
alleged events that formed the entire basis of his 
lawsuit. And the judge went along with it. So what wi 
have is a plaintiff who can sue with impunity and 
with no fear of embarrassment. He's eating his cake 
and having it too. 

Footnote: Freed's lawyer. Melvin Wulf. said he'll 
ask for permission to appeal Judge Jackson's ruling. 
Phillips refused to comment. His lawyer. James 
Bierbower. did not return calls for comment. 


Memorial services for Ron Rei- 
land of Richardson, a former cam- 
eraman and news editor for WFAA- 
TV (Channel 8) who was known 
s coverage of the Kennedy as- 
wUl be held at U ajn. _ 
Wednesday at the Unity Church of 
Dallas. His body has been donated 
to Southwestern Medical Center. 

Reiland, 65, died Monday at Med- 
ical City Hospital after a long ill- 
ness. 

Reiland joined WF.AA-TV in the 
early 1960s, serving as a camera- 
man and, later, as news editor. He 
was one of the few camermen in 
the nation who captured on film 
the assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy. He also filmed police 
discovering the assassination rifle 
on the sixth floor of the Texas 


For the past 12 years, Reiland 
was employed with Computer Lan- 
guage Research, also known as 
Fast-Tax. He rented one mouth be- 
fore his death. 


i by 1 


He then moved back to the Dal- 
las area and joined KXTX-TV 
(Channel 39), where he served as 
assistant news director from 1967 


He i: 

Sheena Gordon Reiland of Dallas; a 
son, Robin Reiland of Houston: a 
daughter, Rahnee Reiland of Dal- 
las; a sister, Donna Ward of Whit- 
her, Calif., and a brother, Norman 
Reiland. 

(The DMN got the info from Reiland 's 
■kldow. His film oifloially begins 
with scenes at the Tlppit aiurder 
site - no pro movie oameraiaan ever 
filmed JFK in Dealey Plaza, unless 
Heiland's fli-ii was "oonflscated. ") 


Reporter sues 
bank, The News 


ABILENE — A former reporter for The Dal- 
las teaming News filed a libel suit Friday against 
Abilene National Bank and a former bank presi- 
dent. The suit also seeks damages from The 
News. 

Earl Golz contends in the suit, filed inan Ab- 

by an advertisement seeking to refute a J 
1982; story Golz wrote for The News about 
problems at the bank. 

Defendant Don Earney. former preside 
Abilene National, said»Friday that he stoe 


' Golz filed su 


■very happy" 

"I think it's going Jo put us in the position of 
being able to determine where he got the infor- 
mation (in the story), and 1 think that then 
(they) would perhaps disclose to us why they did 
It, "Earney said. 

The Golz suit said The News endorsed the al- 
leged defamation' by firing Golz on July 29. 1982. 
The suit says The News conspired with the bank 
and bank officials to “destroy plaintiff's reputa- 

Burl Osborne, senior vice president and edi- 
tor of The News, said Friday. "I have not seen the 
suit.' However, we have not wrongfully dis- 
charged anyone, nor have we conspired to 
wrongly discharge anyone." 

The lawsuit, which seeks unspecified dam- 
ages. said the bank defamed Golz in an ad pub- 
Ibhed July IS. 1982, in the southwest edition of 
the Wall Street Journal and on July 16 in the Abi- 
lene Reporter-News, the fori Worth Star-Tele- 
Id the Dallas '■ 


.The SI 


id the ai 


uory by Colza "blatant lie." 

“In fact, plainliff’s artic 
le:' it was substantially aci 


les as defendants the bank' 
cantile Texas Corp., and it: 
ration, Consolidated Inves 
id Consolidated Baneshare 
lie National Bank. Earney i; 
president of Consolidate! 


Reporter sues bank, others for libel 


a.vendorsedand there- 
1 in the defamation he 
ks unspecified dam- 


parent corporation 
dent Don Earney ai 
ployer. the News. 


newspaper July29. 1982. is 


filed by Goiz's attorney. 


other Texa.s 
e Slar-Tele- 
iliciousiy de- 


ir's article on energy-related lo 
Earney labeled a "blatant lie' 


In the ad. Earney sought to show that 


■h transaction, a $5.50.000 
ler Woodson Stale Bank 
miny Ballard, Earney said: 


By it 


tty farm later put upascol- 
:he loan. .Abilene National 
-'ll suit against Ballard and 
$0.55.980. 

claims ihe Ballards oWe the 
nmini after defaulting on a 
niadeat.ANBin April 198'2. 
now serving a federal pris- 
r fur theft from the iiow- 


3RISFS. , . .This may be a bet-ter way to get back on schedule - how a'oout skipping 
the July Issue and putting out August in mid -September , just like normal? oic, 
you talked me into it,.,,.’1y apologies to those -who’Ye waited eagerly for Part 4 
of t.he Oswald exhumation story - hopefully I'll have more in August. .. .Some of 
JFK's private recordings (from a Diotabelt machine;) of telephone conversations 
nave been released by the JFK library, a.nd one includes RFK asking his brother 
about arresting General Edwin Walker for stirring up trouble over the Meredith 
issue in Missippi - could IHO have overheard and decided to take matters into 
his own hands? .Vah; .... Kansas City mob leader -Nick Givella died last .March 12 
of lung cancer.... Now that Carlos Marcello is in the can, will he talk? Not on 
your life, or his either. ,. .Still locked up in the Brilab files are the tapes 
and transcripts used to convict hici, including his numerous references to the 
JFK assassinati'on. . , .The Jack Anderson column about Phillips did not run in 
My of our 3 dailies, so I called the editorial page editor of the FWST, Kyle 
Thompson, to complain; I pointed out the local angle (Phillips Md his brother 
were born and raised here) Md the precedent set by the judge, m issue the 
FWST has been strongly against; Thompson responded that nobody believes much 

of what Anderson writes Md that he's just a gossip columnist. Geei Thanks 

to Gary Shaw, who just happened to spot t.he column while passing through the 
AtlMta airport, for that Md several other clippings....! now have a video 
^pe of James sari Ray on Lie Detector, Md will print a partial trMscript; 

Ray, who's always been his own ‘worst enemy, apparently tried to control his 
muscles Md reflexes and was judged deceptive - more next .month. 
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